Monday, March 20, 2006 1:25 PM 



Anne Barschall 1-914-332-7719 



7 



10 



11 



REVISIONS TO CLAIMS 
1. (currently amended) Electric iron havm ^coruprisi^ 
• a housing (1) and 

?_a soleplaLe (2) in which at least one outlet opening (10;15;34;45) is provided, 
• — means (8;1 9;28;39,43) for generating a fine liquid spray or foam or steam, and 
• — means (5) for delivering said generated fine liquid spray or foam or steam through said outlet 
6 opening, 

characterized in thai the iron is provided wit hfurt her comprise s 

♦ detection means (12,14;22,23;35,36;49) for detecting the presence of a surface (7a) in the 

0 proximity of the soleplatc (2) and for generating a detection signal in response to said 
detection, and wkfr 

^control means (6) for controlling the delivery of said fine liquid spray or foam or steam in 
12 response io said detection signal. 

1 2. (original) Kleclric iron as claimed in claim i , characterized in that the detection means 

2 comprise a movable spring-loaded contact element (1 2), said clement (1 2) activating a switch 

3 (14) for generating said signal when the soleplatc is positioned against said surface (7a) and thus 
a depresses said element ( 1 2). 

1 3. (original) Kleclric iron as claimed in claim I , characterized in that the detection means 

2 comprise resilient means (22) provided between the housing ( 1 ) and the soleplate (2), said 

3 soleplate being movable with respect to said housing against the force of said resilient means, 

4 and comprise a switch (23) provided between the soleplatc and the housing for generating said 
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REVISIONS TO CLAIMS 

s signal, said switch (23) being activated when the iron is positioned against said surface (7a) with 

6 a force applied lo tlie bousing which is greater than the Force of said resilient means (22). 

1 4. (original) Electric iron as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the detection means 

2 comprise a light emitter (35) and a photo-sensitive receiver (36) Tot receiving a reflected light 

3 beam (R) from the emitter when the solcpiate (2) is in the proximity of said surface (7a), said 

4 surface serving as a reflection surface for the light beam, said receiver (36) generating said signal 

5 in response to the reflected light beam (R). 

1 5, (original) Electric iron as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the detection means 

2 comprise a pressure detector (4) lor detecting the pressure of the generated steam in a How patii 

3 (41 ) between the means (39) lor generating said steam and said at least one outlet opening (45) 

4 in the soleplate (2), said signal being generated in response to the pressure when the solcpiate is 

5 in the proximity of said surface (7a) and when said signal exceeds a predetermined threshold 

6 value, said iron further comprising a supply duct (47) Tor adding an additive liquid to the 

7 generated steam in. said How path (41), said supply duct (47) having a valve (4g) which opens 

8 when said signal exceeds said predetermined threshold value. 

1 6. (previously presented) Electric iron as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the iron 

2 comprises motion detection means (50) for generating a motion signal in response to a motion of 

3 the iron, said control means (6) enabling said detection signal in response to said motion signal. 

i 1. (new) An electric iron comprising: 
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REVISIONS TO CLAIMS 
7. • sensing means for sensing presence of a surface proximate to the iron; 

3 • means, responsive to the sensing means, for triggering release of at least one substance onto 

4 the surface, responsive to sensing of the presence of the surface, the substance being useful in 
.i ironing the surface. 

8. (new) The iron of claim 7, further comprising motion detection means, wherein the release of 
the substance is responsive both to detection of the surface and to detection of motion. 

9. (new) Electric iron as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that the iron comprises motion 
detection means (50) for generating a motion signal in response to a motion of the iron, said 
control means (6) enabling said detection signal in response to said motion signal. 

10. (new) Electric iron as claimed in claim 3, characterized in that the iron comprises motion 
detection means (50) for generating a motion signal in response to a motion of the iron, said 
control means (6) enabling said detection signal in response to said motion signal. 

1 1 . (new) Llcctric iron as claimed in claim 4, characterized in that the iron comprises motion 
detection means (50) lor generating a motion signal in response to a motion of the iron, said 
control means (6) enabling said detection signal in response to said motion signal. 

1 2. (new) Lleclric iron as claimed in claim 5, characterized in that the iron comprises motion 
detection means (50) for generating a motion signal in response to a motion of the iron, said 
control means (6) enabling said detection signal in response to said motion signal. 

C:\My 1>>curneim\Aflne\le«al practicc\Krit!ips\piosccuiMmN5 & 0200l ^ - umd.doc 4 



PAGE 4/8 ' RCVD AT 3/20/2006 1:23:22 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-5/1 5 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:1 914 332 7719 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-22 



